Special Issue

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

Derived catalogning 2
Itale and repoorting needs 3
AlephSerripts 4
AlephPlug 4

V0000000000000 000

Special issue

Published for the 13th

B4\ ARET
EE /AW |
ER im

- - - e

Meeting in Paris

Sept 30-Oct 2, 2002

V0000000000000 00

PFARE

www.itale.it

NEWSLETTER

Vol. 2(2002), no 1

September 5, 2002

Published by the ITALE Association
and freely distributed to Aleph
users

A NEW STATUTE FOR ITALE!

Liliana Bernardis
liliana.bernardis@amm.uniud.it

On September 5 2002, with a
shining sun, the University of
Genoa hosted the 2002 meeting of
ITALE (ltalian ALEPH Users
Group). A large number of institu-
tions (15) has attended the meeting
which took place in the Architec-
ture Faculty branch.

The main task of the meeting
was to revise the ITALE structure;
in the opening speech, Prof.
Franco Montanari (the retairing
chair) outlined that ITALE has to
pursue new functions and needs a
different organization. With regard
to this, the proposals and the com-
ments, previously sent through the
mailing list by the members, have
contributed to arrange a new text
and to explain some questions. So,
the assembly could easily pass the
changes Prof. Montanari ex-
pounded in the first session in-
cluded in the agenda.

According to the new Statute,
on the model of the other National

ITALE-SBN

by the end of August.
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Groups constitution, the ITALE organs are:

o the Assembly of Members;

e the Steering Committee (consisting of five members including the
immediate past chair). The Steering Committee members are
elected for a two (2)-year term; they couldn’t be confirmed more
than three consecutive times (3);

e the Chair

The new Statute is already effective; after the amendments have
been ratified, the assembly of members has immediately elected the
chair and the members of the Steering Committee.

The new chair of ITALE is Alessandra Bezzi (University of In-
subria).

Liliana Bernardis (University of Udine), Sandra Di Majo (Scuola
Normale in Pisa), Fiorella Liotto (Stazione Zoologica “A.Dohrn” in
Napoli) and Graziano Ruffini (University of Genoa, ex officio) make
the Steering Committee team.

the catalogues through SBN will be a very

Guido Badalamenti
badalamenti@UNISI. IT

Following the commitment of
the International Tender for the
construction of a new National
Bibliographic Index, SBN2, Akros
and Finsiel (the two Software-
house that won the competition)
need to issue the API for inter-
conection of different SW to SBN,

The Technical Committee of SBN decided to in-
vite them for a presentation at the ICCU, by the
middle of September, addressed not only to the
Software houses working and represented in Italy,
but also to a selected number of Institutions work-
ing with different software not SBN. This direct
involvement of Institutions could be very impor-
tant in order to verify the consistence with the
user's needs of the possible connection between
SBN and other softwares. It is a good occasion for
highlighting all the implications connected to the
organization of the workflow and the integration
of cataloging in SBN with all the other functional-
ities included in the software that we are using
(like acquisition, circulation, serial management,
etc.) and mainly because of the integration among
bibliographic records and all the other electronic
resources.

The achievement of a complete integration of all

important result and a good service for our
users all over the Country and abroad. What
would be at the same time very important, is
to preserve the quality of the services that our
users — mainly in an academic environment —
are used to have. For these reasons only the
representative of Institutions can play a right
positive control, taking care of the project and
making proposal for a correct implementation
and development of new functionality. Bear-
ing in mind the difficulty of updating all the
new functionalities with the natural develop-
ment of the SW and the delivering of new
patches and releases.

In ltaly at the moment we don’t have many
strong organizations of Library Software Us-
ers: this is a problem in general, but also one
more challenge for ITALE.
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DERIVED CATALOGUING AS COOPERATION TOOL

Liliana Bernardis

University of Udine

Via Palladio 8, 33100 Udine

Phone +39 0432 556243 Fax +39 0432 556241
;. http://www.bib.uniud.it

| Email: liliana.bernardis@amm.uniud.it

Derived or copy cataloguing refers to the process of cataloguing items by using existing bibliographic records,
obtained from various sources, and altering those records to conform to local cataloguing standards.

Some Italian Universities, that have been working with ALEPH 14.1 version, have been adopting for months a
procedure for derived cataloguing that makes possible :

1. to copy records from remote ALEPH databases

2. to offer one’s own database for derived cataloguing without having Z39.50 server

At present, the Universities taking part in this project are: Bergamo, Genoa, Siena and Udine. Previously, these
installations carried out a derived cataloguing service by using the ALEPH300 tools (especially the TABALEPH duplication
and conversion) .

In ALEPH500 the system set-up requires these steps:

= searching for records in other databases will be held in the GUI OPAC

= the IP addresses of remote databases (from which the librarian can copy records) are defined in the ALEPHCOM
\TAB\LIBRARY.INI file; the System Librarian has also to list the bases in the CATALOG\TAB
\PER_LIBRARY.INI file

= in order to choose the databases for searching and copying records, the librarian (or the System Librarian) must
write these codes in OPTIONS-DATABASE menu of the OPAC module

= acommon user is configured in the ADMIN module by the System Librarian with privileges for Cataloguing,
sub-functions Local cataloguing functions and Retrieve and view record

Modify DERIVA's Access Rights In the GUI OPAC the librarian chooses the
remote ALEPH database for searching; the option
| “Temporary password override” enables him to enter
the common user, so that he could browse or find query
in an external database, display a record in a full format
and push it in the ALEPH catalogue. The “Duplicate
record” function enables him to copy the currently
displayed record in the Local library and to edit it
before saving. Usually the local fields and the linking
fields need deleting.

- Acquizsitions
o L EPH ddministration
- Budget Maintenance

- Budget Llzage
#---- Cash Management
=1 - Catalaging

e A gubfunctions

In our opinion this procedure, that means a mark of
cooperation for Italian Group, will offer several
advantages. The procedure doesn’t require Z39.50

. Delste record on server server; the incoming records are “clea_n”: in fag:t all

e reco_rds have UNIMARC_form_at whith a unlfo_rm

_____ J LDNOT tracing based on the analysis Italian users have carried
...... Retrieve and view record out before converting the ALEPH300 databases to

b LIDMOY ALEPH500 system. Finally, if we always derive
records from the same libraries, we’ll define more
easily some fix-routines in order to make changes to
=1} copied records.

- Send record to gerver
H]--- Circulation
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ITALE AND REPORTING NEEDS

Alessandra Bezzi

Siba Director

Insubria University

(““..a small and young University located in the North of italy, near to the Swiss board..”)
Via Ravasi, 2 1—21100 Varese

Phone: 0332-219500 Fax: 0332-219509 Email: alessandra.bezzi@uninsubria.it

We have the feeling the real problem of being in an “half and half” behaviour between A300 and
A500 users and with a great number of institutions involved in the migration process, we had in the re-
cent past, is almost behind our shoulders. Today the majority of Italian aleph500 user group is running
Aleph version 14.1 sharing the same patch. So we have newly dedicated some resources to exchanging
and sharing common needs and experiences.

One of the “hot” topics is reporting needs and tools offered by A500.

A common and shared “feeling” among academic and public libraries that summarize the topic is:
v’ there are a lack of reports in aleph
v"among the WWW services functions we would like to find Circulation statistics and Item statistics
v’ there are no matter to use standard utility at sublibrary level (some WWW Services functions only
run at Global level) where sublibrary for us are often indipendent units
v’ there are a too much “poor” level of customization on choosing retrieval parameters
v’ data structure makes certain types of reporting difficult or impossible (e.g., storage of MARC data in
BLOB format, primary-foreign key structure requiring extensive use of substring functions for table
joins)

Two great projects made in ltaly!

Trying to overcome these problems our institutions have devoted time and resources to develop ad
hoc reporting using 3rd party tools, implementing set of SQL query, unix shell scripts and standard anali-
sys tools for apache logs.

In particular two institutions, the University of Siena and University of Udine have developed some
on site applications for reporting activity.

AlephPlug AlephScripts
University of Siena University of Udine
“AlephPlug", the project made by the “AlephScripts” is a set of UNIX shell scripts,

University of Siena, is a support modular pro-  developed by the University of Udine, that access
gram for the libraries’s staff, functional to sta-  directly the ORACLE database and extract adminis-
tistical needs, to the retrieval and the process-  trative data .

ing of administrative and bibliographic data.

From
Aleph300
To
Aleph500

Aleph500:

Hot Topics

AlephPlug
and

AlephScript
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AT EPHSCRIPTS. MADE IN UDILTE

A set of UNIX shell scripts access directly the ORACLE database and extract administrative data

Using an Excel-compatible data format, our code creates:

Inventory report (the user may select Date or Sub-library parameters)

Budget summary (the user makes use of Budget group parameter)

Orders and invoices list (the user makes use of Budget code)

Orders and invoices list (the user makes use of Borrower name)

Bibliography print (the user may select Sub-library, Collection and Location, Material type,
Item open date parameters)

6. Item list (the user may select Item open date and Cataloger name parameters)

agrwNE

In addition to this set of UNIX shell scripts we are planning to develop other and more effi-
cient methods to extract data from the ORACLE database using web oriented scripting lan-
guages as PHP and PERL or directly handling ODBC drivers in conjunction with 3" party
software like Microsoft Access.

Marco Bortolami

Liliana Bernardis liliana.bernardis@amm.uniud.it Marco Bortolami marco.bortolami@amm.uniud.it

ALEPHPLUG. MADE IN SIENA

A program for the retrieval of administrative data

AlephPlug : e The project made by Uni-
— ik MEEE versity of Siena called “AlephPlug”
i ik 3 - ..n..‘:.’.'."i";. = is a support modular program for the

L meeesesesniie ibraries’s staff, functional to statis-

3 tical needs, to the retrieval and the
processing of administrative and
bibliographic data.

This application (now under
testing) potentially can perform all
kind of query, statistical calculation,
prints (to printer or to pdf file), ex-
portation in tab format (directly on
the client PC).

It is based on a compiled Filemaker Pro solution that can perform sql queries to the Oracle engine and manipulate data.
This FMPro application uses some Plugins to manage txt files, complex sql and dml queries.

The compiled solution is installed on a Metaframe server where the user can login with a simple client and access all the modules of the
application. The security of the Jdbc connection is at a very high level because the data-transfers are only through the Metaframe server and
the Oracle engine and not directly between each client and the Oracle server. All settings are centrally managed by a single module that deal
with the configuration parameters of Oracle and all others variables of Aleph installation (names of Globals, users, sublibraries, etc.).

At this time they have developed:

- the "CAT_GET" module for the retrieval and the statistical analysis of the CAT field, based on the 2106
- the "LOANS_STAT" module for the analysis of the z36 and z36h z tables joined to the z303-4-5

- the "Holdings" module for the report on z30 entries for each sublibrary (they are planning to develop a more powerful tool to let users of
each sublibrary do massive corrections on z30 lines)

- the "Card printing" module used to print catalographic cards

- the "960 to holding” module that write the administrative information (z00, adm 2103, bib z103, z30) of a related bibliographic record with
the information stored in a proprietary field (960).

- the "Inventory Report™ that make reports with many information from administrative data.

Fabrizio Di Fuccia difuccia@unisi.it; Moira Nardelli nardellim@unisi.it; Duccio Di Blasi diblasid@unisi.it




